
M
y Dad, Tom Grassel al-

ways had a love for mules

so when my parents

started farming in 1961, a pair of

mules were included in the farming

operation to do some of the light

work. As years passed, farming be-

came more complicated, and the

mules were getting older and passed

on and were never replaced. But

Dad never got the mules completely

out of his head and having many

Amish friends, he had the opportu-

nity to drive their mules when the

occasion arose. The farming opera-

tion was soon overtaken by an as-

phalt paving company started by our

family in the early 1980’s, and farm-

ing was no longer the main source of
income.  However, the family re-

mains on the same farm to this day.  

“Conestoga being called the home 

of the Conestoga Wagon,” prompted

our family and the community of

Conestoga, Pennsylvania, to start the

Conestoga Area Historical Society

in the 1990’s where a local authentic

wagon is housed. We being a very

small community never expected

our museum to be such a success. It

has become a small village, which

includes a log house, stone house,

barn, tobacco shed, and museum,

etc. My Dad’s friend, Paul Souders,

restores old wagons as a hobby and

the two of them completed a number
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of local farm wagons.  

Approximately ten years ago, a

close acquaintance of Dad’s was

building miniature Conestoga Wag-

ons. Dad and two friends each pur-

chased a miniature wagon at that

time. Now they had a problem; all

three of them loved mules but could-

n’t find ones made to the scale of the

wagon. Dad never had a carving

knife in his hand but decided to con-

tact a friend, Don Dearolf, who

coached him and after many months

of trial and error he had a mule that

was suitable for the wagon. He then

made a team of six mules all with

hand-made, authentic leather har-

ness and hame bells to complete the

wagon. However, some folks pre-

ferred horses, so Dad obliged and

started making several different

breeds of horses.  

Later Dad started making replicas

of authentic farm wagons in the mu-

seums display; making them to 1/8”

scale. The curator of the Conestoga

Area Historical Society contacted

my Dad to make an exhibit of prim-

itive farming scenes. Each one with

implements, wagons, and hand

carved people portraying actual

local people that he actually knew.  

Most of the displays are at the

Conestoga Area Historical Society

and The Conestoga Wagon Restau-

rant owned by my sister and her hus-

band, which are both located in

Conestoga, Pennsylvania. I would

like to tell you that I am extremely

proud of my Dad and his beautiful

carvings and hope that others can

enjoy these as much as I have! 

For further information  you may

email us at:tgmules@comcast.net. 


